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A Principle of Immigration Priority

By Adrian Vermeule

| want to suggest a principle of immigration priority that should, | hope, be broadly acceptable or at least intriguing
for all right-thinking persons concerned that current American immigration policy is racist and classist, explicitly or
implicitly, de jure or de facto. The principle is to give lexical priority to confirmed Catholics, all of whom will jump
immediately to the head of the queue. Yes, some will convert in order to gain admission; this is a feature, not a
bug.

This principle will disproportionately favor immigrants from Africa, Asia, and Latin America. (Note here that the
priority is for actual Catholics, not for applicants from “historically Catholic countries”; relatively few Western
Europeans will pass through the eye of the needle, and the Irish will be almost totally excluded). It will
disproportionately favor the poor, and will draw no distinction between those seeking asylum based on a fear of
persecution, and those fleeing “mere” economic hardship. It will in effect require opening the southern border of
the United States, although immigration from Canada will rightly become a rare and difficult event, at least if we do
not count a small subset of Quebecois.

| venture to say that any opposition to this proposal almost necessarily defends some alternative principle of
immigration priority that allocates fewer spots to non-whites and to the poor, and is thus a troubling indicator of
racism and classism infesting whoever voices that opposition. We must overcome the know-nothing bigotry of the
past. As the superb blog Semiduplex observes, Catholics need to rethink the nation-state. We have come a long
way, but we still have far to go — towards the eventual formation of the Empire of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and
ultimately the world government required by natural law.
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